
It takes a village to raise a child… 
As a young person growing up, I often 

felt a sense of mystery and 

enchantment about life which made my 

human experience fun and purposeful. 

I certainly had much to learn about the 

world around me and the faith in Jesus 

which I began to discover aged 14. I 

nowadays sense that the combination 

of horrible news stories and a risk 

averse culture can lead to a blandness 

in life for our young people without so 

much purpose and fun. 

Through the charity work of STEP (St 

Albans and Harpenden Christian 

Education Project), I have the privilege 

of representing Markyate Baptist 

Church and Christians in Markyate in 

our local secondary schools. We have a 

fun team of dedicated volunteers from 

various different churches locally and 

our aim is to help the students to see a 

fresh perspective on their value and 

identity through our 5 iMatter 

statements – (I am loved, I am created, 

I am eternal, I am responsible, I am 

connected). 

Through this school term one of our 

key focuses will be working with year 

7 (12 year old) students in Roundwood 

and the new Katherine Warington 

school to examine the person and 

nature of Jesus, discussing such ideas 

as Why is Jesus famous? And what 

was remarkable about him, through to 

did he really do miracles? And what 

impact does this have on our lives 

today? All the while our hope is to 

enrich the student’s learning by 

reflecting about their value and hope in 

the world. 

Alongside these lessons we will be 

running short courses in school time 

which help students who are suffering 

from anxiety, giving them practical 

tools and understanding to help them 

deal with stress in the hope that this 

will help to set them up well to enjoy 

life. 

Some of these young people may 

choose to stay in touch with us through 

lunchtime clubs in their schools or 

even through options such as after 

school youth clubs based in the 

churches. 

If you would like to know more about 

the work of STEP, please do download 

our app on your phone, or have a look 

on our website: 

www.stepschoolswork.org.uk  There 

are opportunities to get involved if you 

would enjoy sharing the hope of Jesus 

with the next generation, and we love 

having such a rich team of volunteers 

onboard. 

If you consider yourself to be a 

praying person then please do join 

with me in asking God to show His 

love and purposes to young people in 

our community, you may feel unable 

to do much to help young people, but 

sometimes even a smile and a quick 

“hi” said in kindness can transmit hope 

and value to them. 

God bless, 

Jeremy Bottrill—Deacon 




